








          

________________________________________________________ “Service…Excellence” _______________________

Gresham Fire Civil Penalties 

Each of the cities has adopted the Oregon Fire Code (OFC).  Gresham Fire & Emergency Services (GFES) is 

under contract to administer and enforce the OFC.  In the City of Gresham, GFES has the ability to issue civil 

penalties for OFC violations.  These violations may include, but are not limited to: unlawful burning, 

interference with fire department operations, tampering with fire equipment, fire alarm violations, or other OFC 

violations. 

Each city municipal code states that fines, penalties and enforcement powers are authorized by the OFC.  Listed 

below are each of the city’s code sections authorizing this enforcement power: 

• Fairview –   15.35.010 & 15.35.090 

• Troutdale –    15.12.010

• Wood Village – 8.28.010 & 1.06.010

While we feel that we have the code authority to issue civil penalties currently, we seek your approval to move 

forward with the same civil penalty process for each city within our response area.  I have included information 

in your packet that should help to explain the process we are proposing.  The packet includes an example of the 

current civil penalty process and violation form used within the City of Gresham service area. 

Thank you for the consideration. 

Shawn Durham     

Captain | Life Safety Division 

Gresham Fire & Emergency Services 

1333 NW Eastman Parkway, Gresham, Oregon 97030-3813 
Phone 503-618-2355 • Fax 503-666-8330 

GreshamOregon.gov/fire 

Exhibit A



Fairview  

15.35.010 Adoption of 2010 Oregon Fire Code and fire and life safety regulations. 

A. For the purpose of prescribing minimum regulations governing conditions hazardous to life 
and property from fire, panic, or explosion, the city adopts the fire code known as the Oregon 
Fire Code (OFC) 2010 Edition, and the whole thereof, including Oregon adopted appendices, 
except as otherwise amended as codified in FMC 15.35.070 and incorporated herein. 

C. Any violation of the OFC shall also constitute a violation of the Fairview Municipal Code 
under FMC 1.01.090, and shall constitute a public nuisance. 

D. In addition to any fines, penalties, remedies or other enforcement powers authorized by the 
OFC, the city may enforce the provisions of this chapter as provided by law, including the FMC. 
(Ord. 11-2010 § 2 (Att. B); Ord. 2-2008 Exh. A; Ord. 7-2007 § 1; Ord. 6-2005 § 1; Ord. 2-2004 
§ 1; Ord. 9-1992 § 1) 

15.35.090 Enforcement – Offenses – Penalties. 
C. Violation of any other provision of the OFC or any other provision of the city fire code is 
punishable as a nuisance. Penalty for such violation is a fine of not more than $500.00 per 
violation. Each day’s continuing violation shall constitute a separate offense. 

D. Costs. In addition to any fines or penalties provided by the Fairview Municipal Code or state 
law, the court may impose such costs deemed sufficient to enforce any section of this chapter, as 
provided by law. 

 
Troutdale  

15.12.010 - Adoption of fire code and fire and life safety regulations. 

A. For the purpose of prescribing minimum regulations governing conditions hazardous to life 
and property from fire, panic, or explosion, the city adopts the fire code known as the Oregon 
Fire Code (OFC), 2007 edition, and the whole thereof, including Oregon adopted appendices, 
except as otherwise amended in Section 15.12.070 of this chapter, and incorporated herein.   

C. In addition to any fines, penalties, remedies or other enforcement powers authorized by the 
Oregon Fire Code, any violation of the fire code shall also constitute a public nuisance under 
Chapter 8.28 of this code, and shall be subject to the general penalty provisions in Chapter 1.04 
of this code. (Ord. 787 § 1 Att. 1 (part), 2007)  

 

 

http://www.codepublishing.com/OR/Fairview/#!/Fairview15/Fairview1535.html#15.35.070
http://www.codepublishing.com/OR/Fairview/#!/Fairview01/Fairview0101.html#1.01.090
https://library.municode.com/or/troutdale/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT15BUCO_CH15.12FILISACO_15.12.070AMORFICO
https://library.municode.com/or/troutdale/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT8HESA_CH8.28NU
https://library.municode.com/or/troutdale/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT8HESA_CH8.28NU
https://library.municode.com/or/troutdale/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT1GEPR_CH1.04GEPR


Wood Village   

8.28.010 Adoption of Fire Code and Fire and Life Safety Regulations 
A. For the purpose of prescribing minimum regulations governing conditions hazardous to life 
and property from fire, panic or explosion, the City adopts the Fire Code known as the Oregon 
Fire Code, 2010 Edition, and the whole thereof, including Oregon adopted appendices, except as 
otherwise amended in Section 8.25.070 and incorporated herein, (Ord. 9-2010; Ord 3-2007; Ord. 
11-2004) 

C. In addition to any fines, penalties, remedies or other enforcement powers authorized by the 
Oregon Fire Code, any violation of the Oregon Code shall also constitute a public nuisance, 
subject to enforcement under Wood Village Municipal Code Chapter 8.16, and a Class B 
violation, under Article 750. (Ord 3-2007; Ord. 11-2004) 

1.06.010 Civil Infraction and Violation defined; Penalty for violation 
A. Failure of any person to comply with the requirements of the Wood Village Municipal Code 
(“Code”), of any state statute, county or municipal ordinance incorporated by reference in this 
Code, or of any of the terms and conditions of any permit or approval issued by the City pursuant 
to this Code, is hereby deemed a civil infraction, or, in the case of such failure to comply with 
the Building Code, a civil violation, punishable as provided herein. Every day during which such 
civil infraction or civil violation is committed, continued or permitted to continue, shall be a 
separate offense. Any such civil infraction or civil violation includes causing, allowing, 
permitting, aiding, abetting, or concealing such offense. 

B. A civil infraction is declared to be an offense, but not a crime, and is enforced pursuant to 
Sections 1.06.020 and 1.06.030. It is intended to be an offense which can be disposed of in all 
respects as a civil proceeding and not governed by procedural, evidentiary, substantive and 
constitutional rules applicable to criminal charges and proceedings. A person adjudged 
responsible for an infraction shall not be deemed “guilty” of the infraction and a judgment of 
responsibility shall not be deemed a “conviction” for any purpose. 

C. A civil violation is not a crime or an offense, but is an administrative penalty imposed 
pursuant to Section 1.06.035. 

D. Maximum penalties for civil infractions or civil violations shall be as follows: 

1. A civil penalty of not more than $1000.00 per offense, or such lesser sum as may be 
provided in the ordinance defining the offense. 

 
 

 

 

 



               

                 Civil Penalty 
                            Gresham Fire and Emergency Services 
  

                            1333 NW Eastman Parkway 
                        Gresham, OR  97030 
                        503-618-2355 

 
 

Page 1 of _____ 
     

File # 
 

______________________ 
 

 

 Property Owner  or    Other  
Responsible Party’s Name & Mailing Address: 

Date of Incident: 
 

 

Time of Incident: 
 
 

Location of violation:  

 

VIOLATIONS OF GRESHAM REVISED CODE (GRC)  
 GRC 7.10.080 Unlawful Burning 
 Burning yard debris or other material on residential property except as authorized by permit 
 Burn any human made material, rubber, plastic, garbage, construction, or any other prohibited by DEQ 
 Burn nursery, agricultural, or other products or stock except as authorized by burn permit 
 Conduct any burning during declared fire season 
 Set on / cause fire to grass, grain, stubble or other material 
 Intentionally/negligently allow fire to escape from your land 
 Accidentally set fire to your land and allow it to escape without extinguishing it or using every effort to 

prevent escape / know of fire burning on your land and fail to make every reasonable effort to extinguish it 
 Other Oregon Fire Code / Fire Life Safety Code Violations    (GRC Article 10.25) (list below) 

______________________________________________________ 
 

Civil Penalty Amount 
  $0 (Warning) 
  $350 Level 1* 
  $600 Level 2** 
  $1,000 Level 3*** 
 
*See reverse  

GRC Article 10.25 Oregon Fire Code / Fire Life Safety Code: 
 Section 401.8, Interference with Fire Department Operations  

Unlawful to interfere or attempt to interfere with emergency vehicle or fire department operation         
 Section 901.8, Removal of, or Tampering with Fire Equipment   

Unlawful to remove, tamper with, or disturb fire hydrant, fire detection and alarm systems, or fire 
appliance required by code except for purpose of extinguishing fire or other approved use                     

 Section 401.5, Making false report   
Person shall not give, signal or transmit false alarm 

 Section 5003.3, Unauthorized Discharge of Hazardous Materials  

Civil Penalty Amount 
  $0 (Warning) 
  $1,500 Level 1* 
  $3,000 Level 2** 
  $5,000 Level 3*** 
 
*See reverse  

 GRC 10.26.025 Fire Alarm System Violations 
 (1) No alarm user shall cause or permit a false alarm 
 (2) Three or more false alarms 

Civil Penalty Amount 
  $0 (Warning) 
  $350 1st Violation 
  $600 2nd Violation 
  $1,000 3rd Violation 

A civil penalty may be issued each day a violation continues to occur. 

BELOW IS A STATEMENT FOR THE BASIS OF THE VIOLATION: 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON REVERSE 
 

I hereby certify that I have reasonable grounds to believe that the above named person caused, or permitted to be caused, the 
above violation.  I certify that I have perfected service upon the above named person by: 
 

 Personal Service or   Regular Mail and Certified Mail 
REPORTING OFFICER(S)  
 

DPSST# DATE 
 
 

Original/Top Copy – Officer / Records     Second Copy – FMS    Third Copy -Responsible Party 



Page 2 of _____  File #______________________ 
 

READ CAREFULLY 
You have been issued this notice for causing or permitting a violation of the Gresham Revised Code or Gresham 
Community Development Code to occur and issued a Civil Penalty.  Select one of the options below and complete 
the contact information in order to respond to the Civil Penalty.   
 

*Level 1 
• No harm or small risk for potential 

for harm 
• No intent by violator 
• Significant actions taken by violator 

to mitigate effects of violation 
• No past history of violations; or 
• No economic benefit obtained 

through violation 

**Level 2 
• Some harm or medium risk for 

potential harm 
• Some degree of intent by violator 
• Some actions taken by violator to 

mitigate effects of violation 
• Some past history of violations; or 
• Limited economic benefit obtained 

through violation 

***Level 3 
• Significant harm or high risk for 

potential harm 
• High degree of intent by violator 
• Limited actions taken by violator 

to mitigate effects of violation 
• Past history of violations; or 
• Economic benefit obtained 

through violation 
 

SELECT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS IN ORDER TO RESPOND TO THE CIVIL PENALTY: 
 

 ADMIT AND PAY THE CIVIL PENALTY.   I admit responsibility for causing or permitting the violation(s). 1) Pay 
the amount owed which equals the total penalty amount indicated on the Civil Penalty within 30 days of the 
date the civil penalty was issued. DO NOT PAY CASH; 2) Fill out and sign the form below; and 3) Deliver this 
original form and payment to the City at the address below. Note: Payment of the civil penalty does not relieve 
you of the obligation to correct the violation.  Additional civil penalties may be imposed if violation continues. 

OR 
 PROTEST THE CIVIL PENALTY.  I am protesting the existence of the violation or my responsibility for causing 

the violation and request a hearing.  You must state each and every reason for your protest below and submit 
your request within fourteen (14) days of the date the civil penalty was issued (attach paper if needed). Failure 
to protest within 14 days from the issuance date constitutes a waiver of your rights to dispute the violation. 

 
If you fail to comply with these instructions, a default penalty will be entered against you.  In the event of a 
default, if the civil penalty is imposed on the owner of the property where the violation occurred, a lien shall be 
placed on the property and may be foreclosed as provided in GRC Article 2.92. 
                
                
                
                

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Name:           Phone:       

Address:        ______  E-mail:       

City, State, Zip:               

Signature:           Date:       

 
 

MAIL or DELIVER: 
Payments       Protests  
City of Gresham      City of Gresham   
Attn: Financial Services / Civil Penalty   Attn: City Attorney’s Office   
1333 NW Eastman Parkway     1333 NW Eastman Parkway    
Gresham, OR 97030      Gresham, OR 97030   


